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A 
NARRATIVE 


OF THE 


CONDUCT of the TEA-DEALERS, 
&c. 


O requeſt the attention of the Public to 
thoſe unimportant conteſts which frequently 
ariſe between individuals, or even between bodies 
of men, and in which only the parties themſelves 


ing 6 
Public were materially intereſted in the ot 
OS ID > OO 
intereſted in the manner .in which it has been car- 
ried on, the following Narrative ſeems to have fome 
claim to the Public attention, 

A 3 


(2) 


At the commencement of the December Sale, 
the Tea - dealers thought it requiſite to apply to 
the Directors for information relative to three 
points : and the following requeſts were, at the 
defire of the Director who attended the Sale, 
delivered to the Court in writing, 


% To the Hon the Court of Directors. 
« The Dealers in Tea, finding themſelves un- 


4 iſt. The Tea-dealers wiſh to receive all the 
information which the Court of Directors can with 


propriety give, relative to the quantity and quality 
of thoſe Teas which they have lately purchaſed in 
the different parts of Europe. 
Roe 0 nin 6m 
explicit information, relative to any Teas which 
may be expoſed to Sale, before the next quarterly 
or March Sale. 
zd. The Dealers in Tea expect that the Di 
rectors will engage, not to make, at any time what- 
ever, any alteration in the putting- up prices, with- 
out giving to the Dealers in Tea notice of ſuch 
intended alteration, at the commencement of that 
quarterly Sale, which ſhall be prior to the Sale at 
whch the akeration is actually to take place.” 


queſts were proper, or not, it will be neceflary to 
| 


— 


induced us to make them. 
the firſt requeſt, it is to be ob- 
muſt, of courſe, be guided 
Sale, not only by the 


( 4 ) 
be ſold by the Company, before the den of 
that time. 

As to the third Requeſt, nber elde, 

that one ſale is ſcarcely over, before the declaration 

for another appears; and in that declaration, the 
prices at which each ſpecies of Tea ſhall be put up 
at the ſubſequent Sale, are mentioned. If any alte- 
ration ſhould be ſuddenly and uneapectedly made 
in the p prices, the value of the Tea which 
had been juſt purchaſed, would, of courſe, be 
affected. The Tea-dealers, therefore, wiſhed to 
know, whilſt the Tea which they were about to 
purchaſe was the property of the Company, whether 
any ſuch alteration was to take place. 

To theſe three Requeſts the Direftors returned the 
anſwers, 

« In the preſent State of that Buſingſs the Court 

cannot give them any Information. 7 
« iſt. But whenever the Company import port Tea 

from the Continent, Declarations thereof ſhall be 

made public in the ſame manner as is done when 

Teas arrive from China, | 
« 2nd. That no Tea will be fold previous to 

that time, excepting the Tea declared for preſent 

Sale, and the private Trade. , 

2 3rd. The Company muſt be guided as to 
Prices at which the Teas are to be put up at all 
future Sales, by the Act of Parliament paſſed 

| Laſt Seffions, called The Tea Act.“ 


\ 
Requeſt, the Dealers 
ſatisfied. The anſwer to the ſecond 
as clear and deciſive; and if the Tea-dealers had 
conſulted 


With the anſwer to the firſt 


were 
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conſulted their own intereſt alone, they might have 
been perfectly contented with it. 
The anſwer to the third Requeſt was by no means 
ſiatisfactory. We knew that the Directors could not 
make any alteration which the Tea act did not allow 
them to make; but that act did allow them to 
make the very alteration of which we were appre- 
henfive : The Tea-dealers therefore requeſted more 
explicit information ; and a debate of conſiderable 
length enſued. It was at laſt propoſed, that ſome 
alteration ſhould be made in the third Requeſt, and 
that the Directors ſhould reconſider it. This pro- 
poſal was acceded to; and the following Requeſt 
was drawn up. 
FThe Committee of Tea - dealers, being defir- 
ous of obviating the objections which have been 
made by the Directots the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, to their giving # more explicit anſwer to 
the requeſt of the Tea-dealers, relative to the 
putting-up prices, are willing to vary that requeſt 
in the following manner. 
The Tea-dealers wiſh to be informed, whe- 
ther, if the average prices of the different ſpe- 
cies of Tea to be fold at the preſent Sale, ſhould 
not exceed thoſe at which the ſame ſpecies of Tea 
fold ar the laft fate, the DireQtors will in that caſe, 
make any alteration in the putting-up prices of 
thoſe ſpecies of Tea, at, or before, the next quar- 
terly or March Sale. 
«, The Dealers in Tea beg it may be under- 
ſtood, that they have not the ſmalleſt wiſh to pre- 
yept any reduction of the putting-up prices, or 
to oppoſe any ſtep which may tend to reduce the 
| price 


Tea, as low as the Directors themſelves ſay they 
ought to be reduced, to expoſe to Sale a conſider- 


at the commencement of this Sale, of the inten- 


thoſe ſpecies, or of any others which may be 
wanted.” 
To this Requeſt the Directors replied ; 
« That the Court will not make any alteration 
in their preſent putting-up prices of their reſpec- 
tive ſpecies of Teas, at or before the next March 
fale, unleſs it ſhould happen that any Lots of Tea 
ſhall remain unſold at the preſent ſale, and the 
Court ſhall judge, upon examination of fuch Lots, 
or they 3 lower * 
The 


tion of the Directors to put up more Teas of 


38 


Isi 


1 


11 


intended to be ſold at that 


to be unfit for uſe. The Chairman 


The circumſtance which has cauſed the principal 
Tea-dealers, has not yet been mentioned. 


ef the Tea which was 


Sale, appeared 


ea-dealers for their infor- 


very civilly thanked the T 


mation; 
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mation; and. a Committee of Directors was ſum- 
moned, on purpoſe to take the ſubject into con- 
fideration. The Gentlemen of that Committee, 
and the Tea- dealers, very ſoon agreed as to prin- 
ciples. It was allowed, on the part of the Tea- 
dealers, that the Company might fairly expoſe to 
Sale ordinary Tea ; and, on the part of the Com- 
pany, that they ought not to expoſe to ſale, Tea 
which was very bad, damaged, muſty, or muſty and 
monuldy. It was agreed that there could be but little 
difficulty in in aſcertaining what Tea was damaged, 
muſty, or muſty and mouldy ; but that it might not 
be equally eaſy to ſay what Tea ought to be re- 
jected as very bad. It was however obſerved by 
the , Tea-dealers, that in the Report which had 
declared, that very bad Teas ought not to be fold 
by the Dealers to the Public; and they could 
ſcarcely be at a loſs to know, what they them- 


of the phraſe very bad. 
The Tea-dealers were diſmiſſed by the Directors 
with a declaration, that as we were agreed with re- 
ſpect to principles, they ſhould apply thoſe prin- 
 Ciples as they thought proper. 

Two days prior to the commencement of the 


fale, Mr. Twining received the following letter 
from the India Houſe. 


«SIR, 
nne 

with Mr. Newman, when before the Committee of 

Warehouſes on the iſt inftant, upon certain Teas 


ſelves meant, when they had ſo recently made uſe | 


195 


about to be put up at the next Sale, having been 
duly. conſidered, I have the Committee's directions 
to inform you, that a minute examination upon the 
ſame: has been taken, and that ſuch as have been 
any ways deemed objectionable are ordered. to be 
withdrawn. 

Eaſi India Houſe, 1 am, Sir, 

toth Dec. 1784. Your moſt obedient Servant, | 


ROBERT WISSETT.” 


| This letter was received late an Friday evening ; 
and the Sale was to begin early on Monday morn- 
ing. On the Monday morning, whilſt the Com- 


mittee of Tea-dealers were framing their three re- 


_ queſts to the Directors, they begged to know, 
what Teas were ordered to be withdrawn? and, to 
their great ſurprize, they were informed, that the 
warchouſe-keeper had orders to withdraw #wenty- 


krete cheſts. When the dealers had been aſked, by 


the Committee of Directors, to what number of 
cheſts they meant to object, they replied, that they 
had not put down the preciſe number, but they ima- 
gined there might be about Fifteen hundred or two 
Thouſand cheſts which required to be accurately 
inf] The dealers might well be aſtoniſhed 
when they found this number reduced by the Di- 
rectors to twenty-three! The Committee of Tea- 
dealers immediately agreed to ſubjoin to their 
Requeſts, a remonſtrance upon this ſubject; and 


the following was drawn up. 
 «. The Committee of Tea-dealers. n 
that the Eaſt India Directors have ordered only a 
&s 


few 


SS =» 

few cheſts (about 23) of Singlo Tea to be with- 
drawn, think it is their duty to inform the Gentle- 
men in the direction, that not only a much larger 
quantity of the Singlo Tea, but alſo ſome cheſts 
of other ſpecies, appear to be unfit for uſe. The 
a lift of ſuch apparently unmerchantable Tea, 
which they hope will be withdrawn till it can be 
more accurately inſpected. The Committee deem 
it fair to obſerve, that, if this ſhould not be done, 
the whole of that Tea will very probably be re- 
jected by the buyers as unmerchantable; in which 
caſe it is taken for granted, that the Company 
would not think of expoſing it again to Sale.” 

Lifts, containing upwards of Thirteen hundred 
cheſts of Tea, — 
with the following Lenter. | 


E To the Honourable the Court of Directors 
of the Eaſt India Company. 


« Incloſed are Lifts of thoſe Teas in the preſent 
Sale which appear, to be barely ſweet, muſty, or 
muſty and mouldy, and which are therefore, in the 
opinion of the Tea-dealers, unfit for Sale. 

As the Brokers are not perfectly agreed in marking 
All theſe Teas, it ſeems to be particularly deſirable 
that they ſhould bewithdrawn, in order that they may 


undergo a more accurate examination. If this 
ſhould not be done, the dealers may really be redu- 
ced to the neceſſity of rejecting ſome Tea as unſale- 

able, 


1 


able, which, upon 2 more firift inſpeclion, would 
de found fit for uſe.” 

| London, 
Dec. 14, 1784. 

To our reondtrace the Dean mate the fol 
lowing fngular reply. 

« The Court of Directors have ordered that 
ſuch Tea as is unmerchantable ſhall not be ex- 
poſed to Sale; and they ſhall on this, and on 
every future occaſion, exerciſe, their judgment 
therein as it becomes them ſo to do.” 

The Tea-dealers could ſcarcely have received 


|. a lefs gracious anſwer, if, inſtead of defiring chat 


the Tea which appeared to be objeftionable might 
be withdrawn for further inſpection, they had ar 
once requeſted, that it ſhould never be put up to 
The Tea-dealers made uſe, in the civilleſt 

way poſſible, of every argument which they could 
think of, to induce the Directors to comply with 
their Requeſt. They urged, that not only the 


5 Public, and the credit of the Tea- dealers, were 


concerned in it, but alſo the credit of Tea itſelf. 
They declared it was not their wiſh that any Tea 
which ſhould appear, upon a more accurate inſpec- 
tion, to be fit for uſe, ſhould be rejected by the 
Dealers. That with reſpect to the judgment of 
the Directors, they wiſhed to know whether it had 
been fairly exerciſed, and whether thoſe Teas which 
were contained in the Liſts that had been delivered 
in, had actually been inſpected, by any perſon 
— the Eaſt India Company? 
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To this plain, and, certainly, important queſtion, 
the Directors did not vouchſafe to make any reply. 
They well knew that many, perhaps we might ſay, 
moſt of the cheſts to which the Dealers had ob- 
jected, had not even been looked at on tlie part of 
the Company. Some of the Singlo Teas had ip- 
deed been examined by at leaſt one reſpectable Su- 
Pra-cargo ; and we had been informed that, in his 
opinion, the Tea was fit to be fold. If, however, 
fome of the Tea was really inſpected i in this manner, 
and if ſuch an opinion concerning it was really 
given, that inſpection and that opinion could not 
affect the Teas which had not been inſpected. 
But the Directors had uttered their decree: nor 
would they riſk their dignity by revoking it. : 

The Tea-dealers were now compelled to do 
what they had much wiſhed to avoid doing: and 
| whenever any lot of Tea was put up to Sale, 
which contained a cheſt that was marked by the 
Brokers either berely * ſweet, muſty, or muſty and 
mouldh, the whole lot was, upon account of that 
3 which the DireCtors would not with- 
draw from it, rejected by the Dealers. 
The Dealers conceived, not only that they had 
an indiſputable right to decline the purchaſe of 
Teas which appeared to them to be unfir for the 
public uſe, but that ir was abſolutely their 
to reject them. The Directors had lately declared, 
in their Report, that it was diſhoneſt in the Dealers 
to ſell to the Public very bad and damaged Teas: 
and ſurely it was at leaſt equally diſhoneſt in the 
Eaft India Company to fell ſuch Tea to the 


( 13. ) 
Dealers. The Directors had indeed declared; Fay 


2. few days before, that the Company ought. not 
to fell Tea of ſuch a. deſcription. If then the 
Directors, who had made ſuch a declaration, 
refuſed to adhere to it; the Tea-dealers, were 
bound to ſtand up on behalf of the Public and 
of themſelves, and to refuſe to buy that Tea 
which could not be diſpoſed of conſiſtently. with 
honeſty. But, as if the Directors themſelves had 
been unacquainted with, or had forgotten, that 
Report which they had ſo recently publiſhed, the 
Ten. dealers were not left in poſſeſſion of the privi- 
lege which the Report makes 23 merit of their 
enjoying; but when they would have rejected the 
Tea which was, in their opinion, unmerchantable, 
they were not to do fo. A Silk Broker, 
who, in all probability, had never purchaſed, or 
even inſpected, a cheſt of Tea in his life, was 
introduced into the Sale - room, and became a bidder. 

upon thoſe lots,. which contained the objectiogable 

Tea; and upon thoſe only. 
As ſoon as this new Bidder, and his motive for 
bidding, appeared, the Tea-dealers ſhewed moſt 
evident marks of diſapprobation. They. remon- 
ſtrated once more with the Gentlemen in the direc- 
tion and expreſſions of conſiderable warmth were 
made uſe of on each fide of the bar. This warmth, 
which had been excited in the Tea-dealers by no 
trivial provocation, ſoon ſubſided ; and arguments 
were once more made uſe of by the Tea-dealers, 
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bidding upon the objeftionable Teas, the Dealers 
begged leave to aſk him one queſtion. It was, 
Whether he had been employed, either directly or 
indirectiy, by any of the Directors? To this 
queſtion the Broker replied, in the firſt place, by 
the moſt intelligible hefitation : and he then faid, 
that it was a queſtion which he did not think he 
was bound to anſwer. 

When the Tea - dealers found that this new 
able lot, and, by ſo doing, prevented their re- 
jecting thoſe lots, which they really thought it was 
their duty to reject, a propoſal was made by a very 
reſpectable Dealer, that the Chairman of the Tea 
Committee ſhould become the only purchaſer. 
This propoſal was received with ſatisfaction, and 


acceded to with fingular unanimity, by every 
dealer in the room ; and many Jots were bought, 


at a ſingle advance, 6 in 
the name of Mr. Twining. 

Several Gentlemen in the Direction had, by this 
time, entered the Sale-room, and maſt evidently 
beheld, with ſome degree of ſurprine, the reſolu- 
tion of the Tea-dealers. 
The Chairman of the Committee of Tea · dealers, 
thinking this a favourable opportunity for putting 
a ſtop to the conteſt, aſſured the Directors, that 
he was extremely ſorry to ſee the diſpute carried to 
ſuch lengths: that the Tea-dealers only requeſted, 
that the Teas might be withdrawn till they could 


LEI 


would only withdraw the Teas for inſpection, to 


earneſt diſpoſition to compoſe the unhappy diffe- 


( "5 ) 


Ferrer 
if they were really fit to be ſold, without thoſe 
objectionable characters that were then affixed to 
them: and, in order to convince the Directors 
that it was not the wiſh of the Tea- dealers to take 
any ſtep which might be, in any degree, prejudicial 
to the intereſts of the Eaſt India Company, Mr. 
Twining declared he was ready, if the Directors 


relinquiſh to the Company every lot which had 
been bought in his name. The Directors held a 
ſhort converſation ; and, without deigning to be- 
ſtow a word of reply to a propoſal which was 
undoubtedly fair, and which was made with the 
utmoſt civility, ordered the auctioneer to go on 


with the Sale. If the Tea-dealers had ſtood in 


need of any incitement to unanimity, ſuch treat- 
ment would certainly have made them unanimous. 
Every lot which was put up, was purchaſed in the 
name of Mr. Twining. When the Directors ob- 
ſerved this firmneſs, which, in all probability, they 
Sale till the next morning ; and, in the courſe of 
the day, they gave notice, that the Sale was fur- 
ther adjourned till the Monday following. 
On the Friday morning, a converſation acci- 
dentally took place between a Director and a very 


' conſiderable dealer; and the following Paper was 


drawn up by theſe Gentlemen, and referred, by 
them, to the Committee of Tea-dealers. 
The Tea-dealers, deſirous of evincing 


their 


6 


- rences which have ariſen between them and the 
Court of Directors, and for the purpoſe of continu- 
ing the Sale upon the faireſt principle, offer to the 
© Court of Directors that they are ready to relinquiſh 
the purchaſe of ſuch lots of Tea as have been 
bought in the name of Mr. Twining; provided 
the Directors will withdraw ſuch cheſts of Tea in 
the preſent Sale as have been objefted to by the 
Cocnmittee of the Tea- dealers, in order that ſuch 
cbeſte may undergo a further examination by fuch 
? as the Directors ſhall aſſiſted by 
ſome experienced Brokers, to be named for that 
purpoſe by the · Committee of the Tea dealers: and 


after ſuch examination, the Directors are to 


determine what cheſts do conſiſt of merchantable 
Tea, for the purpoſe of their being fold at the 
cloſe of the enfuing Sale.” 
Friday, Dec. 17, 

1784. 
Ar inten. o ates ef the Trait had 
deen adyertiſed for the Saturday morning; and the 
. Committee were unanimous in thinking, that they 
| had no right to make an abſolute engagement with- 
out conſulting thoſe dealers. It happened too that 


they were to have an opportunity of conſulting 
them in a few hours. The Committee therefore 
- requeſted permiſſion to wait upon the Gentlemen 
in the Direction; and, thopgh with ſome diffi- 
culty, they obtained it. 

Mr. Twining then ſaid, that the Committee 
then were, and ever had been, deſirous of putting 


a ſtop to the preſent difference between the Gentle- 
men 


| (33 3 
men in the Direction and the Tea-dealers : that ir 
was not in the power of the Committee to be, at 
that time, reſponſible for the dealers in general, 
but that they were to meet the next morning, and 
the Gotti wands recommend to the ſaid deal- 
ers to approve of Mr. Twining's returning the 
Teas which had been bought in his name, pro- 
vided the Gentlemen in the Direction would con- 
ſent to withdraw the Teas which had been objected 
to, in order that they might undergo a proper 
inſpection on the part of the Gentlemen in the 
Direction, and of the Dealers in Tea. Mr. Twi- 
ning hoped that the Sale would, in that caſe, proceed 
with that unanimity, which he ever wiſhed might 
prevail between the Directors and the Tea-dealers.” 
The Committee were deſired to withdraw; and 
after having waited a ſhort time, the Secretary to 
the Eaſt India Company brought the following 
paper to them, and aſked if that contained what 
Mr. Twining had ſaid. 
Mr. Twining acquainted the Court, that there 
would be a meeting of the Tea-dealers in general 
to-morrow, he could not therefore bind them ; 
but he would recommend to them to accede to his 
propoſal, and he believed he ſpoke the ſentiments 
.of the trade. 
« He hoped the Court of Directors would 
withdraw the Teas in diſpute until they could be 
again examined on the part of the Company, and 
the part of the Tea-dealers; and he was very 
ready to return thoſe Teas which had been bought 


in his name at an UNDER PRICE, as they were 
; C deſirous 
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deſirous the Sales ſhould proceed with harmony as 
uſual.” 

The Committee were not a little ſurpriſed to 
find, that fo ſhort a ſpeech, made, too, in the pre- 
ſence of ſo many perſons, ſome of whom were 
employed, whilſt Mr. Twining was ſpeaking, in 
taking it down, ſhould be fo inaccurately written. 
It ſeemed ſcarcely poſſible that the phraſe of 
% bought at an wnder-price,” ſhould have been in- 
ſerted by mere accident, as Mr. Twining had not 
faid a ſingle word upon the ſubje of price. The 
Committee however were unwilling that any op- 
portunity of accommodation ſhould be neglected 
on their part; and Mr. Twining, thinking that 
he could write down almoſt every word which he 
had made uſe of in the preſence of the Directors, 
offered to do ſo: and, by the conſent of the 
Committee, that paper was ſent in to the Directors. 
The Committee were ſoon told, that they need 
not wait any longer. 
On the Monday morning, a Court of Direc- 
tors aſſembled at the India Houſe at a very early 
hour ; and the Committee of Tea- dealers hoped 
that ſome terms of accommodation, would then 
have been propoſed. But notwithſtanding the 
half an hour beyond the time, at which the Sale 
uſually commences, not a word was ſaid when 
they enzered ; but the Sale began. 
The only buyers were Mr. Twining and the 
Silk-broker, who, at the laſt day's Sale, had bid 
upon the objectionable Teas. A few Lots con- 
taining 


199 
taining ſome of thoſe Teas occurred early in the 
Sale on Monday; and, to the ſurprize of the 
1 Broker did not bid upon any of 
: they were ſuffered to be ſtruck out. Mr, 
Tobin immediately told the Gentlemen in the 
Direction, that all cauſe of conteſt appeared to 
be at an end: that the ſole wiſh of the Dealers 
was to prevent the Sale of that Tea which appear- 
ed to be unfit for uſe; and that now even the 
Silk-broker himſelf would not purchaſe it. 

This additional attempt to bring about the Re- 
conciliation which both parties ought to have 
wiſhed for, did not produce a word of reply : 
inftead of any aſſurance that the objectionable 
Teas would Pon be withdrawn, or that the 
Dealers would be left at full liberty to reject 
them, the authoritative command of Go on 
4 with the Sale,” was addreſſed to the auctioneer. 
The Directors ſeemed, indeed, to have prepared 
for conteſt, rather than to have wiſhed for peace; 
for the Silk-broker was now openly directed in 
his purchales by a clerk of the India Houſe. The 
Dealers in Tea being at a loſs to conceive how 
the Directors could reconcile this conduct, with 
the Report which they had lately publiſhed, begged 
leave to read the following paſſage in that Report. 
« The act requires that all Tea put up muſt be 


fold without reſerve, if 1 d. per Ib. advance on the 
ing-up price is bid at the Sale—thus limited, 
ſo as to prevent any artificial keeping up of the price 
by the Company, if they were diſpoſed to uſe ſuch ar- 

C 2 bifics, 


1 


tifice, the Tea at the Company's Sale is left to fetch | 


its fair value.” 


From this Time, the Sale went on, 1 
any interruption; the Singlo and Bloom being all 
bought, with very little exception indeed, either 
in the name of Mr. Twining, or of Mr. Conſtable 
tho Silk-broker. 


Thus have the Committee of Tea-dealers en- 
deavoured to give to the Public a faithful narrative 
both of the conduct of the Directors and of them- 
ſelves. The motives which have influenced the 
conduct of the Directors, they ſhall leave the Di- 
rectors to explain, or the Public to ſurmiſe. But 
the motives of their own conduct, they think it 


neceſſary to produce. 


With reſpect to their opinion that more Congoy | 


and Souchong Tea ought to have been ſold prior 
to the next quarterly or March Sale, they could 


only have been induced to deliver that opinion from 


a a wiſh that the price of thoſe ſpecies of Tea, which 


was, at the commencement of the Sale, much too 


high, ſhould be reduced as ſpeedily as poſſible. 
The Tea had evidently been wanted: it had been 
purchaſed; ſome of it was hourly expected, and 
abſolutely did arrive before any Congou or Sou- 
chong Tea was ſold; and yet the Directors did not 
expreſs a wiſh to vary their declaration, that they 
would not ſell any more Tea before March: in 
which caſe, it was ſcarcely poſſible that the country 
in general could be ſupplied with it before April. 
To reduce the price of Congou and Souchong Tea 

imme- 
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immediately, ſeemed to be particularly deſirable ; 
cot only to afford that relief to the legal conſumers 
of- thoſe articles which they had a right to expeR, 
but alſo to prevent the northern parts of this king- 
dom from being ſupplied with illicit Teas ; which 
there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe they would be, if 
the high prices continued. 

In the Requeſt which was originally made, and 
afterwards ſupported with ſuch ſingular unanimity, 
concerning the objectionable Teas, the Dealers 
were attentive not merely to their own intereſt, but 
alſo to that of the Public. | 


It is well known that, after the alteration of duty, 


a very ſtrong prejudice prevailed againſt Teas in 


general. The Directors themſelves ſeem to have 
been aware of this prejudice ; and, in their Report, 
they took ſome pains to remove it, by inſinuat- 
ing at leaſt, that the bad Teas, which had given riſe 
to complaint, were prize Teas, which muſt ſoon be 
conſumed : and that the Eaſt India Company never 
ſold Teas which were very bad and damaged. It 
then the Dealers had ſuffered Teas which were, or 


which appeared to be of ſuch a quality, to be ex- 


poſed to Sale, without a fingle remonſtrance, ſurely 
the Public would have had reaſon to complain of 
their conduct. It may perhaps be ſaid, that the 
Company have often ſold Teas which were quite as 
bad as theſe to which, in the preſent caſe, we 


objected. With reſpect to quality, this may be 


true: the Company have often ſold damaged and 


bad Tea. But the queſtion was, not what they 
fold formerly, but what they ought to ſell now. 


precedent 
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precedent alone was to ſerve as a Guide, half the 


conſumers of Tea had formerly bought Smuggled 
Tea; but it does not therefore follow that they 


ſhould continue to buy it. As to the quality of 
that Tea which the Company ought to ſell, the 


Ordinary Tea might be fold : Tea which was 
very bad, damaged, muſty, or muſty and muuldy, 
ought not to be fold. Was it then unreaſonable 
to that Tea which, to jay the leaſt of it, 
vas ſuſpected of falling under ſor< of theſe un- 
merchantable deſcriptions, ſhould ur:dergo, before 


it was expoſed to fale, an accurate inf; cction? If 


the Tea-dealers had attended to no other circum- 
ſtance than their own profit, they would not have 
thus ſtrenuouſly, to the fale of thoſe 
Teas : for if they had bought them, they certainly 
would have fold them to the Public for profit. 
requeſt that theſe Teas might be withdrawn for more 
accurate inſpection, were, an attention to the credit 
of the article of Tea itſelf, and to what they con- 
ceived to be their duty to the Public. 


The Tea-dealers have, in the preſent inſtance, 


ſo far obtained the paint for which they contended, 
that very nearly all the objectionable Teas were 
ſtruck out. A few were bought in the name of 
Mr. Twining, in order to prevent their falling into 
other hands : but theſe, Mr. Twining has publicly 
declared, ſhall never be conſumed in this kingdom. 
The Dealers however confeſs, that they can no 
longer depend upon 1 the Sale of any 


Teas 


1 
Teas which the Eaſt India Company may be in- 
clined to fell. 
Fei d the Sube- 


room, on purpoſe to bid upon ſuch Teas, as are, 
in the opinion of the Dealers, unfit to be fold : if 


ſuch ſtrangers are to be directed by Clerks of the 


India Houſe, and thoſe Clerks are to be counte- 
nanced and encouraged by the Directors: if Direc- 
tors themſelves, who attend on purpoſe to protect 
the rights both of the buyer and of the ſeller, are to 
be the open and avowed purchaſers of thoſe Teas 
which the Dealers will not purchaſe; it is, of courſe, 
out of the power of the Dealers to guard the Pub- 
lic againſt any Teas which the Directors may be 
determined to fell. It muſt be a power far ſupe- 
rior to that of the Dealers which can hereafter be 
relied upon, for preventing the Sale of unmerchant- 
able Tea. 

Nor is it merely with reſpect to the quality of 
Teas, that the conduct of the Directors, during 


the laſt Sale, ſeems reaſonably to have excited the 


apprehenſions of the Dealers. That conduct has 
affected, and can never fail of affecting, the price 
of Teas. 

I whoever Tow ar filling ar pricis which the 
Directors ſhall not approve, their Clerks are to 
enter the Sale-room, and to become bidders; and 
thoſe Clerks are to receive inſtructions from ſupe- 


_ rior officers in the India Houle, and encourage- 


ment from the Directors themſelves : if that very 
officer in the India Houſe, who, from the concern 
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the moſt unfit to interfere with the purchaſe of 
Teas, is allowed, in the firſt place, to invite or to 
encourage new buyers; and, in the ſecond place, 
WOO e if, 
too, the Directors are to become and 
openly to did from behind the Bar: if all this is 
to be allowed, it 1s ſurely obvious, that, notwith- 
ſtanding any putting - up prices which may be held 
out to the Public, the actual prices at which Teas 
ſhall ſell, muſt, in a great meaſure, be determinable 
by the will of the Directors. 
The Committee have obſerved that the conduct 
of the Directors, reſpecting the quality of Teas, ill 
but a few weeks before, upon that ſubject. Their 
conduct reſpecting the interference of their clerks 
Is irreconcileable with the opinion which 
had been delivered by ſeveral Gentlemen in the 
Direction but a few months ago. At the laſt 
private Trade Sale, the Tea-dealers complained 
of the conduct of a Clerk in the India Houſe, who 
had been, in a ſomewhat indirect way, a purchaſer 
of Tea. The complaint of the Tea-dealers was 
very readily and very civilly attended to by the 
Directors; and ſeveral of them were forward to 
acknowledge that a Clerk at the India Houſe ought 
never to be concerned in the purchaſe of Tea. 
One of the Directors declared, when he was ſpeak- 
ing upon the ſame ſubject, that though the Clerk 
had certainly purchaſed Tea, yet his purchaſes had 
been inconfiderable, and therefore the Directors 
did not think js neceſſary to take any further 
| | notice 


( 25 ) 


notice of his conduct. Scarcely a fortnight had 
paſſed after this laſt declaration, when the ſame Clerk 
appeared openly in the Sale-room as a very con- 
ſiderable buyer of Tea, and the fame Director 
declared, from behind the Bar, that he thought the 
Directors were perfectly juſtifiable, and had done 
what was perfectly right, in having afforded him 
countenance and encouragement. The Director 
was reminded of what had ſo recently paſſed upon 
the ſame Subject. He replied, that it would in- 
deed be very wrong if a Clerk in the India Houſe 
was to keep a ſhop and to fel] Tea; but that he 
might, with great propriety, purchaſe Tea for 

other perſons. This diſtinction appeared to the 
Tea dealers to be paſſing ſtrange. If a Clerk in 
the India Houſe kept a ſmall ſhop, to employ, it 
might be, his wife or family, and gained for them, 
by the purchaſe of a few Cheſts of Tea, a ſcanty 
pittance, he ought, for ſo doing, to be deprived 
of his place. But if he acted as an Agent for 
others, and purchaſed Cheſts of Tea by the thou- 
fand, receiving, as he of courſe would do, a liberal 
reward for his Agency, he was, in that caſe, fo far 
from meriting the forfeiture of his place, that he 
deſerved the countenance and encouragement of 
the Directors. It is, however, fair to acknowledge, 
that three other Gentlemen in the Direction, who 
were preſent when this Director delivered his 
opinion, declared, in the moſt expreſs terms, that 
they had no concern whatever in the conduct of 
5 Broker z 
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Broker's returning thanks to the Director for his- 


lupport. 
The Committee cannot help taking notice of an 


Advertiſement which appeared in the Newſpapers 
on the 21ſt of December; and they wiſh the 
Public to judge whether it did occaſion, or ought 
to have occaſioned, that ſupport, for which Mr. 
Conſtable was ſo thankful. 


Morning Poſt, Tueſday, Dec. 2 U, 1784. 


« The 20th Dec. 1784. 
In conſequence of the combination of the Tea- 
dealers, all the Teas would have been bought by 


one man for them, at one penny per pound advance 


on the low prices at which they were put up: 
Whether faid Dealers would have ſold the ſame 
Teas at reaſonable prices, unadulterated, to the 
Country Dealers, and to their cuſtomers in general, 
the Public, who are judges of human nature, will 
determine. Suffice it to ſay, that ſome Patriotic 
Gentlemen, aided by the judgment and indefati- 
gable endeavours of Mr. Philip Conſtable (a very 
reſpectable Broker, who may be met with every 
day at Tom's Coffee-houſe, Cornhill) prevented 
much of the property of the Public and the Com- 
pany from being frittered away. The Public re- 
ceive 121. 108. per cent. on the value of the Teas, 
as ſold at the Company's Sales: the Public alſo 
receives aths of the profits of the India Company; 
therefoer, if a combination has leſſened the amount 
of the Tea Sale, the Public are defrauded to an 
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Immenſe degree, and the combination muſt make 


an ample recompence. 


The Nobility, Gentry, and others, whether in 
town or country, wiſhing well to Great Britain, 


are intreated to ſend their orders for Tea forthwith 


to Mr. Conſtable aforefaid, on whom this arduous 
taſk hath been preſſed.“ 


If, indeed, the high prices of Tea are fo bene- - 
ficial to the Public, as this advertiſement declares 
they are, the Committee are ready to acknowledge 
that Mr. Conſtable is much more entitled to public 
encouragement than the Tea-dealers: for they 


have really thought that the intereſt of the Public 


would be promoted by a reduction of the price of 


eas; and they have therefore uſed their utmoſt 
endeavours to procyre that reduction. 


This endeavour ſeems to have brought upon the 
Tea- dealers the diſpleaſure of the Directors; and 


the oppolite endeavours of Mr. Conſtable have 


been duly rewarded by thoſe Gentlemen with their 
countenance and encouragement. But the Public, 
however, will probably pay attention, not only to 
the ſmall ſhare of advantage, but alſo to the great 
ſhare of diſadvantage, which they will derive from 
the high prices of Tea. Nor will they, it is 
apprehended, very readily ſubſcribe to the doctrine 
of Mr. Conſtable, (which the Directors feem to 
have made their own by adoption), that thoſe 
perſons are to be conſidered as public enemies, 

who ſhall endeavour to reduce the price of Teas. 
In the ſame advertiſement the Tea-dealers are 
charged with an intention of impoſing upon the 
D 2 Public ; 
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Public ; and this charge is founded upon their 
having aimed at purchaſing their Teas at low 


prices. But this is the old doctrine, appearing in 


another queſtionable ſhape. Low prices are ſo 


finful in themſelves, that finners only will have 
any thing to do with them. The Committee readily 
confeſs that neither Mr. Conſtable, Mr. Walker, 
nor the Directors who encouraged them, have any 
| fins of this ſort to anſwer for. 

It has alfo been ſaid, that it was not the intention 
of the Tea-dealers that the Public ſhould reap any 
advantage from their having Teas at 


low prices; but that they meant to reſell thoſe 


Teas at higher prices; and to divide the profit of 
that re-fale among themſelves. The Committee 
requeſt, on the part of the Tea-dealers, the privi- 
the Tea-dealers were driven, by the conduct of the 
Directors, ſuddenly to propoſe that the Singlo 
Teas ſhould be purchaſed in Mr. Twining's name, 
it is certain that no plan of diſtributing thoſe Teas 
was, at that inſtant, thought of. Mr. Twining 
however did, at that time, declare, in the public 
Sale-room, that he would derive no advantage 
whatever from that mode of purchaſe. Upon the 
concluſion of that day's fale, the Committee met, 
in order to conſider what plan of diviſion could be 


adopted. Many were ſuggeſted; and, among 


moully agreed by the Committee, that if a re- ſale 
ſhould appear to be abſolutely neceſſary, no benefit 
whatever ſhould ariſe to the Tea-dealers from that 

| re · ſale; 


others, that of a re- ſale: it was, however, unani- 


Twining's name, among fo many perſons as were 


| ſuch an arduous taſk; that, if the Committee had 


that his declaration will be at leaft as readily 


believed, as the oppoſite infinuation of any ano- 


nymous advertiſer, or even of Mr. Conſtable him- 
ſelf. 

To diſtribute, by allotment, ſo large a quantity 
of Tea as that which had been bought in Mr. 


likely to become candidates for it, appeared to be 


have declined it. They were convinced however 
that, of all methods, this would be the moſt fariſ- 
factory and the moſt beneficial to the Public, and 
therefore they determined to propoſe it to the 


Dealers in general. The Dealers, with that una- 


the whole of this buſineſs, readily 
acceded to the propoſal ; and declared that they 
ſhould be perfectly fatisfied with any allotment of 
Teas which might be made by the Committee. 
2 

5 nirely 


1 
mitely more difficulty and labour than the Com- 


mittee were aware of, has actually been made: and 


they have received an ample recompenſe for that 
labour, in the ſatisfaction which has been expreſſed 
| at their allotment by the dealers in general: except, 
indeed, in a very few inſtances. 

Thus has care been taken that the Teas which 
were bought—aand certainly at moderate prices—in 
Mr. Twining's name, ſhould actually be ſold to the 
Public with no other addition to thoſe prices, than 
that of the fair profit of Trade ; andthe dealers truſt 
that, after the conteſt which they have undertaken, 


and reſolutely ſupported on behalf of the Public, 


that fair profit will cheerfully be allowed them. 


As the Committee wiſh to confine themſelves, as 


ſtrictly as they can, to a narrative of facts, they decline 
entering into a full conſideration of the conduct of 


Mr. Preſton, who hath ſtepped forth as the oppo- 
nent of the Tea-dealers. What part of their conduct 


juſtifies ſuch an oppoſition, they are at a loſs to 


that they do deſerve it, he will have the approbation 
of his own conſcience: and if he can alſo convince 
the Public that they deſerve it, he will doubtleſs 
have the Public ſupport. If, however, he ſhould 
find, when he ſeriouſly aſks himſelf the queſtion— 
and it is a queſtion which no flattering expectations 
of gain, and no ſpeculative deluſions can entirely 


drive away—that the Tea-dealers have only been 


performing their duty, both his own conſcience, and 


f that the oppoſition which he meditates is, in itſelf, 
: unjuſti- 


determine. If Mr. Preſton can convince himſelf 


the voice of the Public, will then inform him, 


18 
unjuſtifiable, and that the means which he has con- 


deſcended to make ule of, in order to ſupport that 


oppoſition, are ſtill more ſo. 
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